























most popular with motorists, there is no
communications with the outside world
after leaving McGrath’s Flat and
proceeds to suggest that a telephone
should be established at Cantarra.

1 rather think his suggestions come
too late, knowing that some time back it
was urged that Mr Gell, of Canters
Homestead, be approached with
references to have a phone established
on his premises for the use of all
crossing the Coorong. He was
approached and the matter was settled.
It only remains for the telephone
department to send out their servants
with an instrument and a line. It is a well
known fact however, that it is generally
a matter of many weeks afier the order
has been lodged before one is connected
with the exchange even in the suburbs,
so how long will it be before the
department sends out to connect a
homestead in the desert? We have the
consolation, that this is to be. So this
was some journey in 1914.

Contemporaneous classified
advertisements establish that others were
imported to Sydney and Melbourne and
others found their way to the NSW north
coast and Tasmania. It is possible that
the South Australian imports were
predominantly French (7 lug hubs)
whereas the Victorian cars appear to be
of earlier English origin (e.g. the Maurie
Monk GN Morris Special).

In about 1936 Maurie Monk put a
Morris engine into a GN frame and later
sold 1t to his cousin Ted Hider-Smith,
who was an avid Victorian GN collector.
That car has since been restored and its
first competitive event was at Winton
this year, being driven by Maurie’s
grandson, Daniel Clarke.

David Pearse owned two GNs in
South Australia in the 1950s, together
with sundry bits from other cars, and
sold them in about 1952 to buy an ocean
liner ticket to London.

There was reputed to be a pre-war
GN in the Veteran Car Club in Sydney
in the 1950s or 1960s but there is
precious little further information.

In 1953 Ian “Bud” Jackson owned a
GN known as the “Norris special” with
which he was injured and killed at the
Collingrove Hillelimb after a suspension
component failed. That car has since
returned to the UK.

There is a photograph in the Vintage
Sports Car Club NSW Club archives of a
GN with replacement engine in a Feder-
ation style house in Sydney, although
nothing further is known of it, or who
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owned it.

There are projects in sheds in NSW
and Victoria and a Harley Davidson
engine GN (or GN inspired) car in South
Australia.

In the mid-1980s, a GN was offered
for sale in Sydney, though nothing more
1s known of it.

For the most part, any GN item in
this country was hoovered up by the
Late Ted Hider-Smith, a Victorian
enthusiast. It is likely the David Pearse
cars in South Australia ended up with
Ted. A lot of Ted’s original parts found
its way back to the UK in a series of
“trades’ It is likely that Ted sold only
three complete GN cars or specials
before his death — the “Norris special”
which went to Peter Arundel who
removed the Harley Davidson engine
and another two that have remained in
Victoria but have not yet been
recommissioned.

On Ted’s death, there was an
auction of his cars and parts, most of the
GNs he had went to the UK. Exceptions
are the ex Maurie Monk GN now owned
by the exuberant enthusiast Peter
Donald, and the “Red Terror” owned by
a young enthusiast, and another car
currently being rebuilt in rural Victoria.

So surviving GNs were, and are, a
pretty rare item in Australia and such
information (and legend) that was about
now rests with Ted Hider-Smith.

In South Australia, one cyclecar had
escaped the Ted Hider-Smith trawl.
Perhaps in the late mid-1970s Ron
Bloyd, from South Australia, found a
front axle (French GN- seven lug hubs).
He set about trying to build a GN style
cyclecar special around that single item.
He located a rear end in the Adelaide
Hills with brakes and seven lug wheel
centres and part of one rim (strangely,
perhaps, sporting a solid rubber tyre).
He later acquired an English GN motor,
and chassis and a number of other items.

Enter Rob Gunnell who bought the
car in 1987. Rob had been in the vintage
racing scene in Australia for five
decades at least. He raced motorcycles,
sidecar outfits and cars. In the 1960s, he
drove from Bombay to London overland
with this then wife in an Alvis 12/50,
which he still has (see “The Alvis Ad-
venture” by Anne Bunton and Rob
Gunnell). Rob was also a very talented
engineer. He restored an ex-works Alvis
FWD with Le Mans history.

Rob procured a steering box from
the United Kingdom (French GN), bevel
box parts from Ted Hider-Smith and a

mixture of original and reproduction
items. He did quite a bit of work on the
GN, including steering gear and brake
gear, bevel box and the engine. Then
Rob became distracted by the Alvis
FWD coupe and he spent much time
helping other Alvis enthusiasts
rebuilding their engines. So work on the
GN faltered.

In April 2013, T had missed bidding
in the Ted Hider-Smith auction in
Melbourne of Fraser Nash and GNs due
to lack of funds and deeply regretted it. I
then approached Rob Gunnell’s wife and
an agreement was reached.

I took possession on 20 October
2013 under the strictest secrecy as [ had
not told my wife.

When I purchased the GN, it was
essentially a loosely assembled rolling
chassis. I decided that I wanted the car
done quickly rather than languishing as a
project. Having neither the time nor the
skills to rebuild it, I left the building of
the replica French “skiff” body to Steve
Barnett (in Harcourt, Victoria) and the
mechanicals to Grant Cowie and the lads
at Up The Creek in Castlemaine.

By July 2014, the body was largely
done, and Grant was struggling with the
mechanicals, or rather, the lack of
information about the mechanicals, to
rebuild them. The information about
how the GN could be rebuilt to function
reliably was scarce indeed. There was a
lot of folklore and differing advice
(some of dubious utility) that impeded
quick decision making.

We were running out of time for its
first run at the 2014 Vintage Sports Car
Club Cootamundra Sprints and I
suggested to Grant that we put the
engine together with what we had, see
how it goes and sort out the inevitable
defects later.

The engine was put together with
the existing pistons (no oil rings) and the
bronze bush big ends. The magnetos we
had (Fellowes) proved useless despite
being rebuilt and so Grant lashed up a
distributor system that works
exceptionally well, and more
importantly it was cheap. The Capac
carburettor remained a mysterious
device. A bronze Solex was substituted.

In August 2014, Ireceived the
message, “the mouse has roared”, but
not for long as the bronze bush big end
bearing bound, bringing the engine to a
halt.

The car made it for Cootamundra. It
spewed oil from every crease and orifice.
It bellowed smoke from the exhausts.
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